=> d his full 



(FILE 1 HOME 1 ENTERED AT 13:40:34 ON 17 AUG 2 005) 

INDEX 'ADISCTI, ADISINSIGHT, ADISNEWS, AGRICOLA, ANABSTR, ANTE, AQUALINE , 
AQUASCI, BIOBUSINESS, B I OCOMMERCE , BIOENG, BIOSIS, BIOTECHABS, BIOTECHDS , 
BIOTECHNO, CAB A, CANCERLIT, CAPLUS, CEABA-VTB, CEN, CIN, CONFSCI , CROPB, 
CROPU,. DDFB, DDFU, DGENE , DISSABS, . ..' ENTERED AT 13:40:49 ON 17 AUG 2005 

FILE 1 PROMT ' ENTERED AT 13:40:52 ON 17 AUG 2005 
LI 2 SEA NETTLE (S) (CREAM? OR LOTION? OR OINTMENT? OR TOPICAL?) 

(S) (SEX? OR LIBIDO OR IMPOTEN? OR ERECTION) 

D LI TI,BIB,ABS 

D LI 1- ALL TI,BIB,ABS 

D LI 1- TI,BIB,ABS 
L2 0 SEA PASSION BOOSTER 

L3 17 SEA SATISFACTION (S) PLEASURE (S) ENHANC? 

L4 290 SEA 3 AND ARGININE 

L5 1 SEA L3 AND ARGININE 

D L5 1- TI,BIB,ABS 
L6 5 SEA VIAGIRL OR VIA GIRL 

L7 0 SEA L6 AND (ARGININE OR L-ARGININE) 

D L6 1- TI,BIB,ABS 

INDEX 'ADISCTI, ADISINSIGHT, ADISNEWS, AGRICOLA, ANABSTR, ANTE, AQUALINE, 
AQUASCI, BIOBUSINESS, B I OCOMMERCE, BIOENG, BIOSIS, BIOTECHABS, BIOTECHDS, 
BIOTECHNO, CABA, CANCERLIT, CAPLUS, CEABA-VTB, CEN, CIN, CONFSCI, CROPB, 
CROPU, DDFB, DDFU, DGENE, DISSABS, ENTERED AT 13:50:31 ON 17 AUG 2005 

SEA NETTLE (S) (CREAM? OR LOTION? OR OINTMENT? OR TOPICAL?) (S) 



1 FILE CAPLUS 
0* FILE FEDRIP 

1 FILE KOSMET 

2 FILE PROMT' 

L8 QUE NETTLE (S) (CREAM? OR LOTION? OR OINTMENT? OR TOPICAL?) 

(S) (SEX? OR LIBIDO OR IMPOTEN? OR ERECTION) 



D RANK 



FILE 'CAPLUS, KOSMET' ENTERED AT 13:56:03 ON 17 AUG 2005 
L9 2 SEA L8 

L10 2 DUP REM L9 (0 DUPLICATES REMOVED) 

D L10 1- ALL 



FILE HOME 
FILE STN INDEX 



FILE PROMT 

FILE COVERS 1978 TO 11 AUG 2005 (20050811/ED) 

This file contains CAS Registry Numbers for easy and accurate 
substance identification. 

FILE CAPLUS 



Copyright of the a 



. Document View Page 1 of 4 



P f 0 Q U $ $ i* Return to the USPTO NPI. Pane | H»l p 



: Advanced 


Topics ; 


III 





0 marked items cngiibn 



Databases selected: Multiple databases... What's new 

Document View « Back to Results < Previous Document 3 of 6 Next > Publisher Information 

Mil Bill O Mark Document , Eb Abstract, j| Full Text 



Tour gives a look at how vitamins are manufactured; [Final Edition] 

Joan Whitelv . Las Vegas Review - Journal . Las Vegas, Nev.: Jun 20. 2000 . pg. 1 .E 
» Jump to full text [I) 

» Translate document into: [Select language^" IS j 
» More Like This - Find similar documents 

People: Whitelv. Joan. Courtney. Earl III 

Companies: Nationa I, Vitamin Co 

Author(s): Joan Whitelv 

Section: FEATURES 

Publication title: Las Vegas Review - Journal. Las Vegas, Nev.: Jun 20 r 2000. pg. 1.E 

Source type: Newspaper 
ProQuest document ID: 55383300 
Text Word Count 1068 

Document URL: http://proquestumi.com/pqdweb? 

did=55383300&sid=1&Fmt=3&clientld=19649&RQT=309&VName=PQD 

Abstract (Document Summary) 

Expiration labels on each batch of pills are validated when a sample passes the "accelerated stability test." To 
simulate shelf time, National Vitamin Co. uses an apparatus where, "we change the environment the product is in," 
repeatedly, between cold and hot, according to [Earl Courtney III]. 

Courtney says National Vitamin decided to add soft-gel fabrication after a shortage of natural vitamin E occurred 
about five years ago. Prior, it subcontracted the work to another manufacturer. Today, National Vitamin is one of 
about 17 U.S. soft-gel pill manufacturers. 

That's a nontechnical term for soft-gel pills with a bad heat weld. About 2 percent of the pills in a soft-gel batch are 
discarded because of leaking. If a consumer bought a jar that contained even one leaker, all the soft-gel pills would 
be fused into a large, useless mass. 

Full Text (1068 words) 
(Copyright 2000) 
By Joan Whitely 
Review-Journal 

It's a bitter pill to swallow, but visitors get no yummy snacks on the tour of the National Vitamin Co., which has 
opened near the south end of the Las Vegas Strip. 

Visitors do get to watch as pills are mixed, injected, polished and popped - into containers - at the factory. 
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And, at tour's end, they get either a free skin care sample or vitamin sample. 

The vitamin plant opened in autumn 1 999 and cost $1 0 million. It started offering free tours in February. 

Plant manager Earl Courtney III said National Vitamin Co. plans to use the plant here primarily for mail-order sales 
of its LifeLine label. The company also makes products under the Nature's Blend label, as well as under private 
labels for various clients. 

National Vitamin Co. is a newcomer to Southern Nevada, but the family business, founded by Courtney's father in 
Porterville, Calif., is 27 years old. 

"IVe been helping since I was 10," says Courtney. 

Unlike the processes used when Courtney was inducted into the family business, the Las Vegas factory is set up 
for as much automation as modern technology allows. 

"This is a lot more hands-free," explains Charles Gillham, packaging supervisor, and, one of the many hairnet-clad 
employees that visitors will see through the glass along the tour. 

But not everything is hands-off. "Dino" is an adult-size costumed dinosaur character who roams the company's 
foyer when large groups, especially those with children, are passing through. He is named after the company's 
Dino-Life products for kids, including vitamins, shampoo and bubble bath. 

"It's sort of like mixing a big cake," is how Courtney describes one of the mixing rooms at the start of the tour. After 
a revolving V-shaped container mixes the powders for hard tablets, another machine presses the tablets out. 

Next, the tablets go into a big tank into which little jets of liquid are shot. "We put a coating on our tablets in that 
'washing machine' there," Courtney says. "We're spraying a food-grade coating." The coating is what keeps an 
alert tongue from sensing the bitter taste to most nonchewable tablets. 

Expiration labels on each batch of pills are validated when a sample passes the "accelerated stability test." To 
simulate shelf time, National Vitamin Co. uses an apparatus where, "we change the environment the product is in," 
repeatedly, between cold and hot, according to Courtney. 

To simulate the experience of being digested, the company also subjects a sample from each batch of tablets to a 
solution that is chemically equivalent to stomach acid. 

"We make sure the tablet will break up in the allotted amount of time," Courtney says. 

In addition to tablets, the business makes capsule-style pills. It makes soft-gel pills, too. 

'This (soft-gel production) is brand new to our company," he adds. 'This is insurance to control our supply." 

Courtney says National Vitamin decided to add soft-gel fabrication after a shortage of natural vitamin E occurred 
about five years ago. Prior, it subcontracted the work to another manufacturer. Today, National Vitamin is one of 
about 1 7 U.S. soft- gel pill manufacturers. 

The first step is to heat the soft-gel grains to 1 80 degrees, to melt them. The liquid stays at 1 30 degrees to remain 
pliable. 

Next it's cooled to somewhat above room temperature, and spun into two broad, firm, transparent ribbons. The 
ribbons travel along separate paths until they meet in a stamping machine, where the little oval pills are punched 
out. 

Just before the machine joins two oval halves together by heat, a squirt of liquid vitamin is inserted. 
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The ribbon remnants, now covered with oval-shaped holes, are discarded. "We sell that back to the pig farmers," 
via a pig-feed broker, Courtney explains. 

The still-warm soft-gel pills go into a machine that looks like a huge barrel for raffle tickets. They are tumbled, along 
with a cloth that wipes off excess oils. 

After passing through air-dry tunnels, the pills drop into trays where technicians' hands move like perpetual-motion 
machines. At what seems like lightning-swift speed, the hands search out "leakers." 

That's a nontechnical term for soft-gel pills with a bad heat weld. About 2 percent of the pills in a soft-gel batch are 
discarded because of leaking. If a consumer bought a jar that contained even one leaker, all the soft-gel pills would 
be fused into a large, useless mass. 

Already glistening like gold, a mound of vitamin E soft gels go through the final manufacturing step - polishing. 
"It's sort of like when you polish fruit before it goes to the store," Courtney notes. 

Last of all, the pills are counted and poured into containers by computer. Cotton packing may be inserted. Air is 
blown inside each container to remove tiny pill debris. Caps are sealed, labels attached. 

"Sometimes it gets pretty exotic," says Courtney of the private- label work it does for outside companies. 

Passion Booster is one such outside order, an herbal pill sold in health-food stores. It contains muirapuam extract, 
nett!e-root extract and arginine. Per the name, customers take it to increase libido. 

Another private label example is a pill that National Vitamin makes for a Japanese client. 

"It's made of rooster testicles. It's a men's-type product, for virility. I don't know if I want to know any more," 
Courtney jokes. 

The plant tests all raw ingredients to verify their identity. In the case of rooster material, National Vitamin duplicates 
the testing procedure outlined by the supplier. 

The company makes bath and cosmetic products, too. "By the end of the day your hands are nice and soft," 
Courtney says. 

If the Food and Drug Administration approves National Vitamin's pending application, it will eventually also produce 
over-the- counter drugs such as generic equivalents of Tylenol, Advil, NyQuil and DayQuil. 

"I guess we're the 50th largest" U.S. manufacturer of vitamins, out of about 400 manufacturers, Courtney 
estimates. In 1999, National Vitamin reached $30 million in sales. 

At the end of the tour, visitors can stop in the plant's store. It sells individual products as well as specialty gift 
baskets of products. A refreshment bar sells vitamin-fortified drinks. The company's registered pharmacist is 
available to discuss drug and herbal interactions with customers. Shoppers who have Nevada ID and sign the 
company's vitamin club book get a 20-percent discount. 

PREVIEW 

What: National Vitamin Co. 

When: 8:30 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-Saturday; 1 1 a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday 
Where: 7440 S. Industrial Road, Suite 21 0 
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Tour gives a look at how vitamins are manufactured; [Final Edition] 
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Abstract (Document Summary) 

Expiration labels on each batch of pills are validated when a sample passes the "accelerated stability test." To 
simulate shelf time, National Vitamin Co. uses an apparatus where, "we change the environment the product is in," 
repeatedly, between cold and hot, according to [Earl Courtney III]. 

Courtney says National Vitamin decided to add soft-gel fabrication after a shortage of natural vitamin E occurred 
about five years ago. Prior, it subcontracted the work to another manufacturer. Today, National Vitamin is one of 
about 1 7 U.S. soft-gel pill manufacturers. 

That's a nontechnical term for soft-gel pills with a bad heat weld. About 2 percent of the pills in a soft-gel batch are 
discarded because of leaking. If a consumer bought a jar that contained even one leaker, all the soft-gel pills would 
be fused into a large, useless mass. 

Full Text (1068 words) 
(Copyright 2000) 
By Joan Whitely 
Review-Journal 

It's a bitter pill to swallow, but visitors get no yummy snacks on the tour of the National Vitamin Co., which has 
opened near the south end of the Las Vegas Strip. 

Visitors do get to watch as pills are mixed, injected, polished and popped - into containers - at the factory. 
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And, at tour's end, they get either a free skin care sample or vitamin sample. 

The vitamin plant opened in autumn 1 999 and cost $1 0 million. It started offering free tours in February. 

Plant manager Earl Courtney III said National Vitamin Co. plans to use the plant here primarily for mail-order sales 
of its LifeLine label. The company also makes products under the Nature's Blend label, as well as under private 
labels for various clients. 

National Vitamin Co. is a newcomer to Southern Nevada, but the family business, founded by Courtney's father in 
Porterville, Calif., is 27 years old. 

"IVe been helping since I was 10," says Courtney. 

Unlike the processes used when Courtney was inducted into the family business, the Las Vegas factory is set up 
for as much automation as modern technology allows. 

"This is a lot more hands-free," explains Charles Gillham, packaging supervisor, and, one of the many hairnet-clad 
employees that visitors will see through the glass along the tour. 

But not everything is hands-off. "Dino" is an adult-size costumed dinosaur character who roams the company's 
foyer when large groups, especially those with children, are passing through. He is named after the company's 
Dino-Life products for kids, including vitamins, shampoo and bubble bath. 

"It's sort of like mixing a big cake," is how Courtney describes one of the mixing rooms at the start of the tour. After 
a revolving V-shaped container mixes the powders for hard tablets, another machine presses the tablets out. 

Next, the tablets go into a big tank into which little jets of liquid are shot. "We put a coating on our tablets in that 
'washing machine' there," Courtney says. "We're spraying a food-grade coating." The coating is what keeps an 
alert tongue from sensing the bitter taste to most nonchewable tablets. 

Expiration labels on each batch of pills are validated when a sample passes the "accelerated stability test." To 
simulate shelf time, National Vitamin Co. uses an apparatus where, "we change the environment the product is in," 
repeatedly, between cold and hot, according to Courtney. 

To simulate the experience of being digested, the company also subjects a sample from each batch of tablets to a 
solution that is chemically equivalent to stomach acid. 

"We make sure the tablet will break up in the allotted amount of time," Courtney says. 

In addition to tablets, the business makes capsule-style pills. It makes soft-gel pills, too. 

'This (soft-gel production) is brand new to our company," he adds. 'This is insurance to control our supply." 

Courtney says National Vitamin decided to add soft-gel fabrication after a shortage of natural vitamin E occurred 
about five years ago. Prior, it subcontracted the work to another manufacturer. Today, National Vitamin is one of 
about 17 U.S. soft- gel pill manufacturers. 

The first step is to heat the soft-gel grains to 1 80 degrees, to melt them. The liquid stays at 1 30 degrees to remain 
pliable. 

Next it's cooled to somewhat above room temperature, and spun into two broad, firm, transparent ribbons. The 
ribbons travel along separate paths until they meet in a stamping machine, where the little oval pills are punched 
out. 

Just before the machine joins two oval halves together by heat, a squirt of liquid vitamin is inserted. 
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The ribbon remnants, now covered with oval-shaped holes, are discarded. 'We sell that back to the pig farmers," 
via a pig-feed broker, Courtney explains. 

The still-warm soft-gel pills go into a machine that looks like a huge barrel for raffle tickets. They are tumbled, along 
with a cloth that wipes off excess oils. 

After passing through air-dry tunnels, the pills drop into trays where technicians' hands move like perpetual-motion 
machines. At what seems like lightning-swift speed, the hands search out "leakers." 

That's a nontechnical term for soft-gel pills with a bad heat weld. About 2 percent of the pills in a soft-gel batch are 
discarded because of leaking. If a consumer bought a jar that contained even one leaker, all the soft-gel pills would 
be fused into a large, useless mass. 

Already glistening like gold, a mound of vitamin E soft gels go through the final manufacturing step - polishing. 
"If s sort of like when you polish fruit before it goes to the store," Courtney notes. 

Last of all, the pills are counted and poured into containers by computer. Cotton packing may be inserted. Air is 
blown inside each container to remove tiny pill debris. Caps are sealed, labels attached. 

"Sometimes it gets pretty exotic," says Courtney of the private- label work it does for outside companies. 

Passion Booster is one such outside order, an herbal pill sold in health-food stores. It contains muirapuam extract, 
nettle-root extract and arginine. Per the name, customers take it to increase libido. 

Another private label example is a pill that National Vitamin makes for a Japanese client. 

"It's made of rooster testicles. It's a men's-type product, for virility. I don't know if I want to know any more," 
Courtney jokes. 

The plant tests all raw ingredients to verify their identity. In the case of rooster material, National Vitamin duplicates 
the testing procedure outlined by the supplier. 

The company makes bath and cosmetic products, too. "By the end of the day your hands are nice and soft," 
Courtney says. 

If the Food and Drug Administration approves National Vitamin's pending application, it will eventually also produce 
over-the- counter drugs such as generic equivalents of Tylenol, Advil, NyQuil and DayQuil. 

"I guess we're the 50th largest" U.S. manufacturer of vitamins, out of about 400 manufacturers, Courtney 
estimates. In 1 999, National Vitamin reached $30 million in sales. 

At the end of the tour, visitors can stop in the plant's store. It sells individual products as well as specialty gift 
baskets of products. A refreshment bar sells vitamin-fortified drinks. The company's registered pharmacist is 
available to discuss drug and herbal interactions with customers. Shoppers who have Nevada ID and sign the 
company's vitamin club book get a 20-percent discount. 

PREVIEW 

What: National Vitamin Co. 

When: 8:30 a.m.~6 p.m. Monday-Saturday; 1 1 a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday 
Where: 7440 S. Industrial Road, Suite 21 0 
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